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Board of Directors

Press Release: October 20, 2008

Maha Al Fara, Vice Chairman
Walid Abdel Wahed, Member

Sami Abdel Shafi, Member Walls triumph over bridges...conference on siege is a victim of
Hisham Abu Shaban, Member .
Mohammad Abu Shahla, Member siege

Fawaz Abu Sitta, Secretary

Riyad Al Zanoun, Chairman . .
Mohammad Naja, Member In a shocking turn, the Gaza Community Mental Health Programme found

Samir Tarazi, Treasurer their International Conference, “Siege and Mental Health... Walls vs. Bridges”
under siege. The conference was scheduled to be held on 27-28 October in the
Gaza strip. However, following one year of planning and preparation, the
academic conference has been disrupted by the Israeli Authorities decision to
Board of Advisors deny admittance to the international conference participants, only two weeks
prior the conference. What better irony to highlight the effects of the siege?

President
Eyad El Sarraj

Federico Allodi . .

The Toronto Hospital, Canada The conference has been organized to serve as a forum for professional
Omar Al Sarraj discussion and scientific exchange concerning the impact of the Gaza siege on
Al-Wadi Consultants, Palestine hild £ ili d C . d aki £f Th 1 .
Ahmed Baker children, families, an communltlgs and peace-making efforts. e plan is to
Birzeit University, Palestine gather top researchers and academics from around the world to build bridges
Helen Bamber : . s

Medical Foundation, UK for‘ dlalpgue, mutual acknowledgment, and peace. Some 120 participants from
Barbara Harrell-Bond universities around the world were scheduled to attend. 25 of them are
American University, Egypt presenting papers and original research. The main themes of the conference are

Inge Genefke . . .
International Rehabilitation Council for addressing professional, mental health and human rights matters.

Torture Victims, Denmark
Robert Giel . . . . .
University of Groningen, Netherlands If Israel imposes strict siege on the whole population of Gaza strip for
Asia Habash "security reason", as claimed, we wonder, how could such a conference

Early Childhood Resources Center, Palesting . otitute a threat to the Israeli security.
Sameh Hassan

Toronto Hospital, Canada

Edvard Hauff These actions represent a profound blow to the rights of academic freedom,
Oslo University, Norway . . '

Rami Heilbronn free speech, education, and cultural dialogue

Medical Foundation, UK

David Henley

Child Neurologist, Sweden We view this action as an action to block‘communicati(‘)n3 distort the plgtform
Bernard Lown for mutual acknowledgment, understanding, and admitting the suffering of

Brigham and Women’s Hospital, USA

Ruchama Marton others.

Physicians for Human Rights, Israel

Nancy Murray Once again, and unlike what is claimed, Israel — as an occupying power- is
The Gaza Mental Health Foundation Inc., USA . oo . . .

Ahmed Okasha proving that it is controlling the Gaza Strip, preventing people from entry or
Ain Shams University, Egypt exit.

Henrik Pelling

Child Psychiatrist, Sweden . . .
Raija-leena Punamaki Despite all the challenges, we are determined that the conference will go
zzl,f;';{kg%‘,;; Sr’f’éfﬁ;”"’”d ahead. We plan that the internationals will participate in Ramallah with a
South London and Maudsley, UK video link to Gaza for the local participants who are prevented by the Israelis

from leaving.
Director General
Ahmad Abu Tawahina

A Palestinian Non-Governmental Organization
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Board of Directors

Maha Al Fara, Vice Chairman We affirm that, If Israel can impose siege on our bodies, they cannot besiege

Walid Abdel Wahed, Member our minds and interaction with the outside world. Despite the unjust decision,
Sami Abdel Shafi, Member we have the determination to continue with the conference as planned. We aim
Hisham Abu Shaban, Member : el

Mohammad Abu Shahla, Member to be able to a.chleve go.als.of the conference as vyell as raising awareness abgut
Fawaz Abu Sitta, Secretary the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of siege on the civilian population
Riyad Al Zanoun, Chairman of Gaza..

Mohammad Naja, Member
Samir Tarazi, Treasurer . . . .
We demand the Israeli authorities to change their decision and allow

President conference participants to enter Gaza.

Eyad El Sarraj Finally, we urge our participants, friends, solidarity groups, human rights
organizations, and mental health communities, to protest against this decision,

Board of Advisors denounce it, and expose the ongoing Israeli policies and violations of human
rights.

Federico Allodi

g:;;;’i;’;’g’ 5;’;; ial, Canada For more information, please contact Husam El-Nounou

Al-Wadi Consultants, Palestine Public Relations Director
Ahmed Baker Gaza Community Mental Health Programme

Birzeit University, Palestine
Helen Bamber

Medical Foundation, UK 0599 862595
Barbara Harrell-Bond

American University, Egypt 08-2825700
Inge Genefke

International Rehabilitation Council for
Torture Victims, Denmark

Robert Giel

University of Groningen, Netherlands
Asia Habash

Early Childhood Resources Center, Palesting
Sameh Hassan

Toronto Hospital, Canada

Edvard Hauff

Oslo University, Norway

Rami Heilbronn

Medical Foundation, UK

David Henley

Child Neurologist, Sweden

Bernard Lown

Brigham and Women’s Hospital, USA
Ruchama Marton

Physicians for Human Rights, Israel
Nancy Murray

The Gaza Mental Health Foundation Inc., USA
Ahmed Okasha

Ain Shams University, Egypt
Henrik Pelling

Child Psychiatrist, Sweden
Raija-leena Punamaki
Helsinki University, Finland
Derek Summerfield

South London and Maudsley, UK
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